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Minare I

indefinite number of copies of a manuscript
can be made. A stencil, prepared by writing
with a sharp stylus on a sheet of tissue paper
stretched over a finely corrugated steel plate,
is tightly fastened into a frame, and placed
again on the steel plate with a sheet of paper
between. An ink roller passed over it sends
ink through the perforations in the stencil to
the paper beneath.

Mimicry, in biology, the resemblance in
shape, coloration, or both, between two spe-
cies not closely allied, with the object of
protecting one or both. Fritz Muller elabor-
ated the hypothesis as follows: A species is
said to be mimetic if it be itself apparently
edible and persecuted or liable to persecution
by insect-eating animals and if it occupies
the same geographical area as another un-
related and inedible species, and closely re-
sembles in appearance this species, while dif-

Examples  of ' Mimicry  among

Exotic Insects.

(c) Bombusdechamellus; and
(d) Volucella bombilans, a sting-
less fly, protected by its re-
semblance to the former.

fering markedly from its own immediate al-
lies. No authenticated cases of true mimicry
exist among mammals, but a number of in-
stances may be cited among birds and rep-
tiles. Thus, the Madagascar thrush or babb-
ler bears a marked resemblance to the shrike
of the same island, and the defenceless orioles
of the Malayan Islands are similar in ap-
pearance to the powerful friar birds of that
locality; while the guady colors of the deadly
coral snakes of tropical America are mimicked
by several harmless varieties.

Mimir, in Norse mythology, a giant owning
the fountain of wisdom beneath the ash
Yggdrasil. from which he allowed Odin to
drink on his pledging an eye.

Mimnermus   Greek elegiac poet, born at

Smyrna, of the race of the Colophonians,
who reconquered Smyrna from the ^Eolian?.
He lived at the end of the seventh and be-
ginning of the sixth century B.C. He first gave
to the elegiac measure its melancholy char-
acter, and was the first to use it for love
poems.

Mrmosaccce, a sub-order of plants and
trees belonging to the family Leguminosae,
and including about 1,400 species grouped
in 30 genera, of which the most important
are Mimosa and Acacia. Its members, which
are mostly tropical or sub-tropical, are char-
acterized by pinnate leaves; regular flowers
with valvate corollas, arranged in heads or
spikes; and leguminous fruits.

Mimulus, a genus of hardy and half-hardy
herbaceous plants belonging to, the order
Scrophulariaceae. They are of easy culture,
and propagation is commonly effected by
means of seeds.

Mimus, or Mime (from mimicry), a name
given in ancient Greece and Italy to a cer-
tain form of the drama. It originally grew
from extemporary imitations of ordinary life
given at certain festivals. Greek mimes dif-
fered from Roman in being written in prose.

Minaret.
i, Mosque of Saida Zeynab,
Cairo; 2, the Giralda Tower,
Seville.
Minaret, a lofty tower of slender propor-
tions decorating Mohammedan mosques, and